
Payments for Payments for Environmental Services (PES)


Payments for environmental services (PES) is an emerging conservation paradigm that rewards managers of land, water and air resources for managing them in ways that enable the ecosystem to continue producing them, so they are not degraded or destroyed.  Some of the many life-support services that wetlands, forests, grasslands, oceans and fields provide to people around the world include water supply and filtration, climate regulation, nutrient cycling, pollination, pest control, disease regulation, flood control and food provision.


A PES, according to Wunder (2005) is:


a voluntary transaction where


a well-defined environmental service (or a land-use likely to secure that service)


is being ‘bought’ by an environmental service buyer


from an environmental service provider


if and only if the provider secures environmental service provision (conditionality).


While a variety of PES schemes have been pilot tested and some have grown into programs of notable size and duration, skepticism remains about the practicality of the concept, and how widely it can be applied. Studies of PES in practice reveal that commonly, the opportunity costs for the provider of the service are larger than the amounts paid, thus the role of “intangibles” is important in inducing participation. Research also has shown that trade-offs between different environmental and social goals are likely to emerge in PES schemes, raising the question about their ability to be multipurpose instruments for environmental improvement and rural development. Researchers also have found that PES schemes can serve as a conflict-resolution instrument, facilitating downstream–upstream problem solving, while sometimes also introducing changes in social perceptions of property rights.


Throughout the world PES schemes are being designed, implemented and researched, as their promise continues to hold high in the face of relentless forces of ecological degradation.  In Africa, the � HYPERLINK "http://ecosystemmarketplace.com/pages/static/about.conservation_backgrounder.php" \l "1" ��Katoomba Group’s Ecosystem Marketplace� is an important online forum for sharing ideas and information about innovations in PES.  


Are there resources in the ‘Ecosystem Marketplace’, or information from the references below, that might help BB in his efforts to broker a scheme that will benefit residents of the Rushebaya-Kanyebaha landscape, as well as the regional hospital, downstream, that relies on power generated from water supplied by the wetland? 
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