Participatory Technology Development Approach to Incorporating Non-Timber Products into Forest Restoration in Yunnan, Southwest China

The Participatory Technology Development (PTD) approach was a useful model for the research of appropriate agroforestry management in Yunnan, and a successful means of farmer empowerment.  The PTD approach was employed as a way to increase the likelihood that technologies developed for resource poor households would be adopted, by maximizing the use of indigenous knowledge through local participation. The experiment in collaboration that took place between foresters, farmers, and ICRAF was conducted in a rural village of Yunnan with an ultimate aim to create a “balanced, multifunctional, mountain landscapes that can provide local people with satisfactory livelihoods and environmental services downstream.”  





The PTD process occurred in six steps, described below. 





Getting started: Engaging all stakeholders in understanding the current situation and the consequences of SLCP implementation, and agreeing on steps for PTD.


Looking for things to try: Inventorying indigenous knowledge, developing lists of useful plants, collecting and identifying plant specimens, scoring, ranking and selecting promising medicinal plants for cultivation.


Designing experiments: Drawing up participatory research plan by voluntary farmer innovators, local foresters and scientific team from ICRAF.


Trying things out: Farmer innovators carry out on-farm experiments in SLCP areas, monitoring and documenting species performance under different treatments.


Sharing results: Farmers ‘field school’ supported by forest extension workers becomes important focal point in watershed for exchanging experiences and results, and generating new ideas to try.


Keeping up the process: Project team negotiates with local government officials of the SLCP to allow intercropping with medicinal plants on experimental basis, and in process SLCP become supportive of bottom up approach to integrated conservation and development in mountain regions. 











